PBD's New Wrimo Guide 

(or what the heck am I doing here?)

Introduction -

Well hello there new Wrimo! I'm glad to see that you'll be joining us for November. Are you a little overwhelmed? Confused as where to start? Here is some good info for you to know as we get closer to November.

I know the site can be overwhelming, maybe it's only summer, or only October and there is already a ton to see and do, and believe me when I tell you what's here isn't even half of what is normally around during NaNo! 

How To Join & What To Do - 

If you've already joined NaNoWriMo you can skip this step, but if you haven't yet joined the site here's how to go about it:

· Click on the 'Sign Up' link on http://www.nanowrimo.org fill out the form and click 'create new account'

Easy, right? Also don't forget to join the community at http://www.plotboxofdoom.com there are great resources there as well! Here are some things to do once you've joined the nanowrimo.org site:

Affiliate Yourself - 

The first step is making sure that you're affiliated with our region, you can do this by going to "My NaNoWriMo/Regions" and searching for our region, and clicking the 'affiliate' link next to it. This will opt you to automatically see our forum when coming here, have NaNo mail from myself and Savvy my Co-ML sent to you, and give you access to our regional calendar.

Edit Your Profile - 

You can edit your profile page and the signature used for your posts by going to the 'Edit Profile' link that is at the top of the NaNo page in the white tab area under the language selector links. You can edit your settings, your profile, and look at your subscriptions, which are the threads here in the forum that you'll be alerted have new posts when they're made.

The profile page is where you'll edit your wordcount during November, where you'll place snippets of your novel.

Writing Buddies -

Writing Buddies are a fun tool. It allows you to watch the progress of every Buddy, see if they're online, and eventually challenge them to Word Wars and other fun things. To add someone as a Buddy, just click on their linked name here in the forum to go to their profile, and click on 'Add Buddy' on the left hand side menu under their picture.

NaNoMail -

NaNoMail allows you to send a note to anyone else doing NaNoWrimo through the website. To send someone a NaNoMail either click on 'send NaNoMail' on the left hand menu in the persons profile.

Icons -

Want to tell the world you're a Wrimo? Just go to http://www.nanowrimo.org/eng/participanticons and pick out an icon to place on your website or blog.

FAQ- 

A FAQ is located at http://www.nanowrimo.org/eng/node/404196 and contains tons of information about what NaNo is, how it works, and what the rules are. Read up!

Those are just some of the fun things you can do on the website for now, I'll update with more things once new features are avalible.

Having a problem? Don't know who to contact? Here is some information you can use to get some help when you need it.

ML's -

Your fearless leaders are Jamie (Brighterskyte on NaNoWriMo's website), Savanna (Quixote Coyote on NaNoWriMo's website) and Hannah (Syreo on NaNoWriMo's website) and we are here for your every need. You can contact us in any of the following ways:

Email: salem_or@nanowrimo.org is our official E-mail, please feel free to use it anytime you need! You can also send us NaNoMail through our profiles here.

Online: You can contact us anytime through our Plot Box of Doom E-mail:

Jamie – jamie@plotboxofdoom.com
Savanna – Savanna@plotboxofdoom.com
Hannah – Hannah@plotboxofdoom.com

Also, if you want a contact phone number just send Jamie a note and she'll pass it along, she has no problem with this, especially for those of you younger Wrimos whose parents want to make sure everything is on the up-and-up which brings us to...

Young Wrimos -

You guys make up a huge amount of our Wrimo group and it's important that you can be involved just like everyone else. This is why Sav and I strive to make the meetings in a public place that is safe and teen and below friendly, and have them during a time that those of you who are younger can attend.

Here is a letter that has been written directed at parents whose young and teens are participating in NaNo. If you need something to give your 'rents to kind of explain what's going on, http://ywp.nanowrimo.org/lettertoparents  is a good place to start.

Also, tell your 'rents that they are free to E-mail, call or message an ML at any time if they have ANY questions, they are also welcome to attend every event, or even join NaNoWriMo if they'd like, the more the merrier! This is a good sedge way into events, we think!

Events -

Events during NaNo are plentiful, so there are lots of ways to get involved and hang out with everyone as a group. Starting with…

Kick-Off Party -

The Kick-Off Party is usually held the weekend before November starts and gives Wrimos a chance to get to know one another before the craziness begins. It's a good place to get feedback and ideas about plots, and a good way to put faces to the screen names you see here. A post about the Kick-Off will be put up soon, and you'll need to RSVP to this so that we know how many people are coming and how many Swag Bag Survival Kits to make.

General Meetings -

General meetings are held every Saturday of November, usually at the same time and place, and gives you a chance to get together with one another and get some good writing done. We share how things are going, play some games, eat some food, and generally cause trouble.

All Day Write-Ins -

We hold one All-Day Write In during November, and believe me when we say it’s all day! This usually happens from about 10:00 AM until 5:00 PM or even later. Food is provided, along with games, writing wars, and lots of communal commiserating. It’s good times.

Online Write-Ins -

Last year we started doing Online Write-Ins, where we’d meet up once a week (on Thursdays which is when it’ll be again) and chat for a few hours, doing some online word wars (with prizes at the next in person meeting) and dedicate some time just to writing. This is a great way to get your word count and the hanging out with the gang without ever having to put clothes on. Just don’t tell us, okay?

Field Trips -

Nothing gets you inspired for writing like a good trip somewhere…well…inspiring. We've gone to movies, plays, and more. This year we are planning some really fun stuff that hopefully will keep you all motivated and excited during November.

Wordstock -

Wordstock Festival is Portland's Festival of the Book, an event that we attended in 2007 to rave reviews from Wrimos. In 2008 our Region is hosting a exhibition booth during November, and planning on having a group trip to Wordstock once again. You can learn more about it at http://www.wordstockfestival.com

TGIO (Thank God It’s Over) Party -

This is always held on the first Saturday of December and includes prizes for winners, games, food, novel readings and just a great big huge cheer that once again we’ve survived November and promises to never do it again, which we all promptly break.

Tips & Tricks -

Now that you know about the site, and some of the stuff that we do, here are some ways to get started on your novel before November starts and during NaNoWriMo:

· Do an outline. You can’t prewrite, but you can take lots and lots of notes, and organize your ideas so that you don’t feel too overwhelmed when November starts.

· STAY INVOLVED! Join online chats, come to meetings, read Pep Talks and newsletters, listen to the NaNo Podcast. Also, don't forget to visit the Forums. They are an amazing source of ideas, tips and a good way to feel connected. The more connected you are the more likely you are to succeed during November.

· Set goals and stick to them. Set up a goal for each day (most people do about 1667 words a day or so) and make sure you do your best to stick to it. 

· Make time to write. Start now and get into your Wrimo routine. Set aside some time during every day to write. During your lunch break or breaks at work or school, before you go to bed, right when you get up in the morning, any time at all you can squeeze in to write. Start it now, so when November comes around you’re already in your groove. Work on your outline or do writing prompts during October to utilize the time! You never know, you might come up with some awesome ideas during your writing sessions!

· Believe in yourself, because we do. You can do this, it’s not impossible at all. Set yourself up a rewards system, give yourself a special treat every day you finish, with an extra special treat at the end of certain word goals like 15,000, 25,000, and 50,000 with a super special treat when you win. These treats can be a book you really want, time to yourself, a movie you want to see, a new pair of shoes (mmm…shoes) or even a day of just doing nothing. Make yourself redeemable slips for these treats and give them to someone who loves you and supports you and will only give them to you once you’ve reached your goal. 

· Chart Your Progress. Make yourself a chart and keep track of your daily word progress. Give yourself a sticker at the end of each day or use an excel sheet to keep track. This is a great way to keep yourself motivated.

· Come to Events. Again, the more you’re involved the better chances you have of finishing, plus, Salem has THE BEST Wrimos ever. Period.

We hope some of this information was useful to you. We are so glad that you're thinking of joining us for November, and we look forward to seeing you around the community. Best of luck to you, and remember: don't EVER hesitate to contact someone if you need something, anything at all, even if it's just someone to talk to.

Good luck from Salem!

- The Salem, Oregon MLs

